The Library of Congress’ 
EARLY STATE RECORDS PROJECT 


converted from the original microfilm held by the 
Vincent C. Immel Law Library, Saint Louis University 


through the generous support of a grant from the 


Council on Library and Information Resources 


. . ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT 


EY 


E ran 


CONSTITUTION. E 
8 oF THE: STATE or " VERMONT, | 


eeh vi a $e n. ul da 


ae 


 CoUNcIL or oF CENBORS, 
ow 2 240 Day or MARCH, A. EN 1521. 
l EH erm AX - 


ADDRESS TO THE in 


pur 
de A e — 
e = ta 098 


back Eum t nr AT 
XND AK N N 
S : A e, m 
X es lesa € t€ 
c I SRA - 
. 


0c € . — T 
8 A | ORDINANCE, „ 


a 


FOR CALLING A CONVENTION. 


^, WÜNLUHED BY ORBER OF THE COUNCIL OF Z. 
d : 
7 E. P. WALTON, PRINTES 
2 er, 
a : 


ire EES D 


re 
i 
d 
E 
D 
oe 
m 
` 
" D 
ye 
PE * 
E 
m 
m 


E 
D 
- H 
= 
* E 
* D 
D 
D 
4 
. Ld 
B 
H 
> at 


1 
k 
4 
* 
i 
a 7 
* s 
， 
Vou 
2 
a 
* - "ES 
zw H 
Pag 3 
$3. A 
n 
MI 
. E 
* 
" 
` — t 
VE S LEN A ON 4 
WA t EN e 


* D 


EI 


at 


D 


- * ` P 
. 3 = e d „ r 1 ge 3 
D € : 7 
^ EN 7 Sak 2 TO TE AS AME. ES 


" n Y 4 
Fo gon d ] E E. RT eod 


| "ARTICLES oF ‘bmi | 
To the Constitutjou of the State of Vermont, Bre 
. posed by the Council of. Prat on the. nee y 
f March, A, ZS 18214. 


C ARTICLE i 


x Tu Supreme. Legislative’ pawar of this State, 
shall be exercised by the House of Representatives and, 
Council, which, together, shall be stiled “ Phe Gener- 
al Assembly of the Stute of Vermont; and pach of 
which, shall have a negative upon the ‘ether, 8nd ex- 
ercise the like powers in all acts of legislation. But 
no bill, or xesolution, whieh shall have been: passed 
by one branch of the Legislature shall have the effect 
of a law without the concurrence of the other. Pro- 
vided, That all bills for the levying of taxes, or the 
appropriation of money, shall originate in the ep 
of SES E 


ARTICLE II. 


F rom and after the dgy next preceding the second 
‘Thursday in October in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty three, the House of Representa- 
tives shall consist of one member for every two thou- 
sand inhabitants within the State, and be elected by 
the Freemen on the first Tuesday of September, in 
the year above mentioned ; and on the first Tuesday 
of September, annnally forex er thereafter, 

And from and after the day first abovementioned, 
ihe Council shall consist of one member from eách of 
the counties in the State; one of whom shall be elect- 
ed annually by the Freemen of each county on the 
May of the election of Representatives. 


* 


4 


The Legislature shall, at its Session in October in 
the year one thousand eight hundred and twenty two, . 
apportion the representatives among; the several coun- 
ties, as near as may be, according to the population 
in each; and direct the manner of their election, and 
that of Councillors ; and at the end of every ten years 
thereafter, shall make a new apportionment of Repre- 
sentatives. Provided, That the number of Repre- 
sentatives, apportioned to any county shall. never be 
less than three, nor greater than the whole number of 
organized towns within such county; and Provided 

further, "That when the population of-the State shall 
have. increased to the number of three hundred thou- 
sand, the Legislature may so alter the apportionment 
of Representatives, as to reduce the-wholé number to 
one hundred and twenty, aud from time to time, eve- 
ry ten. years thereafter: So that the. number shall 
never exceed one hundred and fy. — ` 


- 


ARTICLE HI. ` 8 

No member of the House of Representatives, or.of 
the Council, shall, during the period for which he ^ 
shall have been elected, be appointed to the office of 
a Judge of the Supreme or County Court, Judge of 
Probate, Sheriff, High- Bailiff, State's Attorney, Jus- 
tice of the Peace; or Syperintendent, or any other 
offcer of the Slice Pr. 

s ARTICLE Iv. 

The Supreme Executive power of the State, shall 
be exercised by the Governor, (or in case of his ab- 
sence or disability, by the Lieutenant Governor, ) 
Who shall exercise all the powers vested in, and per- 
form all the duties enjoined upon the Governor and 
Council, by the eleventh section, of the second chap- 
ter of the Constitution; except that he shall not sit ag 
a Judge to “hear and determine on impeachments,” . 


A 


{Which shall be heard aud determined hy the Coun- 


cil)—Nor shall he, without the advice and consent ` 


of the Council, : grant pardons or remit fines ;"— . 
slay embargoes or prohibit the exportation of any 
séier 17 Neither shall he command the forces 
of the State in person, except advised thereto by the 
Council, and then, only so Jong, as it shall approve 
thereof. The Lieutenant Governor, when 

shall, by virtue of his office, preside in the Council, 
and. have a casting vote, and no other; but in his ab- 
sence: the Council shall elect one of its members to- 
preside, who deht yote as other members, | ; 


. ARTICLE Y. 

Judges of the Supreme Court, who shall be elected 
subsequent to the Adoption of this ar&cle, shall severe 
ally hold their offices for the term of seyen years from 
the date of their election; but may be removed by 
impeachment, or by resolution adopted by a vote f 
thé House of Representatives apd. Council, in OG B 
 meeling; a quorum of each being present, and - 
thirds of the whole number present, yoting in The n af 
firmative ;. which resolution shall bg entered en 
Journal of the House of ‘Representatives, a the 
Yeas and Nays thereon, 


Adopted in Council d Censors, 
March 24, A D. 4824. a 
k WILLIAM HUNTER, Pres, ` 
dieat ena id Ze Seoretary, 


pg 


H 7 A 
tr i SE d , 1 DH 
ES, Y * 0 
j NW 


Commonwealth, or State of Vermont. 


Sections of the Constitution of the State of Vermont, 


whick will he altered or superseded, by the adop-. 


' tan of the amendments, proposed. by the Council 
- af Censors. "i HE I" 


SECTION II. | 


"The Supreme Legislative power shall be vested 
in a House of Representatives of the freemen of the 


l SECTION IH. 
The Supreme. Executive power shall be vested in 
Governor, or, in his absence, a Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, and Council. ` JS GE £a 


eta |. SEQTION II. | | 
In order that the freemen of this State might enjoy 
the benefit of election as equally as may be, each 


town within this State that consists, or may consist, of 一 
eighty taxable inhabitants, within one septenary or 


seven years next after the establishing this Oonstitu- 
tion, may hold elections therein, and choose each twe 
Representatives; and each other inhabited town in 


this State, may in like manner choose each one Rep- 


/ 


resentative, to represent them in General Assembly, 
during the said septenary or seven years. And after 


that, each inhabited town may, in like manner, hold 
such election, and choose one Representative, forev- 
: e . ; 


1 


er'thereafter, ^ — |- 
| SECTION VIII. 


The House of Representatives of the freemen of 
this State shall consist of persons most noted for wis- 
dom, and virtue, to be chosen by ballot by the frée- 


men af every town in this State, respectively, om the 
first Tuesday of September, annually, forever. 


LEM SECTION x A 
^ "The Representatives so chosen (a majority of whom 
Shall constitute a quorum for transacting any ther 
business than raising a State tax, for which two thirds 
of the members elected shall be present,) shall meet 
on the second Thursday of thé succeeding October, 
and shall be styled, The General Assembly of the 
State of Vermont: They shall have power to choose 
their Speaker, Secretary of State, their Clerk, and 
other necessary officers of the House; sit on their 
. own adjournments $ prepare bills and enact them in- 
to laws; judge of the elections and qualifications of 
their own members? They may expel members, but 
not for causes known to their constituents antecedent : 
to their election; they may administer oaths and af- 
firmations in matters depending before them ; redress 
grievances 5 impeach State criminals; grant Charters ` 
of incorporation; constitute towns, boroughs, cities 
and counties: "They may annually, on their first ses- 

. sion after their election, in conjunction with the Coun- 
cil (or oftener if need. be) elect Judges of the Supreme 
and several County and Probate Courts, Sheriffs, and 

' Justices of the Peace; and also, with the Council; 
may elect Major-Generals and Brigadier-Gene~ `- 
from time to time, as often as there shall be occ” 
und they shall have all other powers necessary. ior . 
the Legislature of a free and sovereign State. But 
they shall have no power to add to, alter, abolish, or 
infringe, any part. of this Constitution. os » 
7 d SECTION — ^ | ^3 
The Supreme Executive, Council of this Staté shall 
consist of a Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and 
‘twelve persons, chosen in the following manner, to 


8 : n 

wit; The freemen. of each town shall, on the day of 
the election for choosing Representatives to attend 
the General Assembly, bring in their votes for Gov- 
. ernor, with his name fairly written, to tlie Consta- 
ble, who shall seal them up and; write on them; 
r Votes for Governor," and deliver them to the Rep- 
resefitative chosen to attend the General Assembly. 
And atthe opening of the General Assembly there 
shall be a committee appointed, out of the Council 
and Assembly, who after being duly sworn to the 
faithful discharge of their trust, shall proceed to re- ~~ 
ceive, sort; and ‘count the votes for the Goverpor; 
and declare the person who has the major part of the 
votes, to be Governor for the year ensuing. And if 
there be no choice made, then the Council and Gen: 
eral Assembly, by their joint-ballot, shall mike choice 
of a Governor. The Lieutenant Governor, and 
"Treasurer, shall be chosen in the manner above di- 
rected, And each freeman shall give in twelve votes 
for twelve Councillors, in the same manner, and the 
twelve highest in nomination shall serve, for the en- 
suing year, as Councillors. 1t 
| e SECTION XI. a 

The Governór, aud iu his absence the Lieutenant 
Governor, with the Council, (a major part of whom, 
including the Governour or Lieutenant Governor, 
shall be a quorum to transact business) shall have 
power to commission all officers, and also to appoint 
officers, except where provision is or shall be other- 
wise made by law, or this frame of government; and 
shall supply every vacancy in any office, occasion- - 
ed by death, or otherwise, until the office can be fil- 
ed in the manner directed by law, or this Constitu- 
tion :一 S dae SR 

They are to correspond with other States; trans- 
act. business with officers of Government, civil and 


military, and to prépare such busine’s.as may appear 


to. them necessary to lay before the General Asseti- — . 


- Bly: They shall sit as judges to hear and determine 
on impeachments, taking to (heir assistance, for ad- 
vice only, the Judges of the Supreme Court; and 
shall have power to grant pardons and remit fines, in 
all cases whatsoever, except in treason, and murder, 
in which ,they shall have power to grant reprieves, 
bat not to pardon until after the end of the next ses- 
sion of Assembly; and except in cases of impeachment, — 
‘in which there shall. be no remission or mitigation of ` 
punishment, but by act of legislation: They are to 
. take care that the laws be faithfully executed: They 
are to expedite thé exécution of such measures .as 
may be resolved upon by the General Assembly; 
and they may draw npon the Treasury. for such sums 
as may be appropriated by the House of Representa- 
tives: They niay also lay embargoes, or prohibit tie 
exportation ùf any.commodity for any time not ex- 


_ . ceeding thirty days, in the recess of the House only. 


They may grant such licences. as shall be directed 
by law; and shall have power to call together the 
General Assembly, when necessary, before the day 
to which they shall stand adjourned. The Gover- : 

hor shall be. Captain-General and Commander in 
- Chief of the forces of the State, but shall not com- 
mand in person except advised thereto by the Coun- 
eil, and then only so Jong as they shall approve 
thereof. And the Lienténant Governor shall, hy 
virtue of ‘hie office, be Lieutenant-General of ali the 
-forces of the State, The Governor, or Lieutenant 
Governor, aud the Council, shall meet at the time 
and place with the General Assembly: the Lieuten- 
ant. Governor shall, during the presence of the Com- 
mander in Chief, vote and act as one of the Council; 
and the Governor, and in his absence the Lieuteu- 
ant Governor, iae by virtue of their offices, pre- 


10 


side in Council, and have a casting, but no other vote. 
Every member of the Council shall be a Justice of 
the Peace for the whole State, by virtue of his office. 
The Goyernor and Council shall have a Secretary, 
and keep fair books of their proceedings, wherein 
any Councillor may enter hie dissent, with his rea- 
sons to support if. And the Governor may appoint - 
a Secretary, for himself and his Council. M | 
E SECTION XVI. 

To the end that Iaws. before they are enacted may 
be more maturely considered, and the inconvenience 
ef hasty determinations as much as possible prevent- 
ed, afl bills which originate in the Assembly shall be : 
laid hefore the Governor and Council, for their revi- 
sion amd concurrence, or proposals of amendment, . 
who shall return the same to the Assembly, with their. 
proposals of amendment, if any, in writing; and if 
the same are not agreed to hy the Assembly, it shall 
be in the power of the Governor and Council to sus- 
pend the passing of such bills uptil the next session, 
ef the Legislature. Provided, That if the Govei- 
nor and Council shall neglect or refuse te return any 
such bill to the Assembly, with written proposals of 
amendment, within five days, or before the rising of 


the Legislature, the same shall become a law. 


| SECTION XXIV. 

Every officer of State, whether Judicial or Execn- 
tive, shall be liable to be impeached by the General ` 
Assembly, either when in office or after his resigna- ` 

tion, or removal, for mal-adminisiration. All im- 
' pedehments shell be before the Governor and Coun- 
eil, whe shall hear and determine the same, and may 
award costs; and no trial or impeachment shall be a ` 
bar to a prosecution at law. | 
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THE UN NANIMOUS ADDRESS ` 
of the. Game of Censors, Adopted March 26, isei, E 


To THE EE OF THE STATE OF VERMONT. 


RESPECTED FELLOW CITIZENS, ` l Lx 
Tux Council of Censors, elected by. the Free- ` 

men on the last Wednesday of March, in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight. hundred and. twenty, 

ving unanimously determined i in favour of calling . a 
Convention, to pass upon sundry amendments tg the 
Constitution They now proceed io discharge a du- 
ty which they owe 如 their constituents, by submit- — 
ding i the amendments to their consideration ; ; specify- dëi 
ing the parts of the present Constitution, which will e 
be affected by their adoption, and by. suggesting some . 
of the: reasons, which paye induced. the Council te 
propose hem, S 

The adoption of the first article of the amendments, 
vill alter the second, and ninth sections of the second. 
chapter of the Coustitution, and entirely supersede: 
. the sixteenth section of the same chapter, : 
The seventh section of the same chapter will be 
superseded, and the eig ghth partially changed by the 
adoption of the second: atel, And the adoption of 
either one, or both,. of the two first articles of the a- 


mendments, will affect the tenth section of the. same 
chapter, 


TER PE 


kj 


The ‘third 8  embrapes an entirely new — 


Constitution. 

The adoption of the fourth h article, will a 
| the third section of the second chapter, and alter the 
provisions of the eleventh and twenty-fourth sections, 
and the provisions of the ninth section will be further 
changed by the adaption of the fifth article of the a- 
mendments. 

None, Fellow Citizens, can be more ready than 
the Council, to admit, that the. provisions of a Cog- 
atitution should not be changed, without strong aud 
manifest reasons for such change; and hence the pre- 
sent experiment has not been hazarded, without much 
_ deliberation, and a thorough conviction, that such rea- 
Sons do exist, for embracing the present season of. 


tranquility, to attempt an improyement in our Politi- 


cal Charter, which is universally admitted io be nioré 
or less defective. — . o 
The subject has been approached with caution, and 
consequently but few amendments have been propos- 
ed; and those few se framed, as to preserve, ás far 
as possible, the original features of the Constitution. 


That instrument provides in the sixteenth section - 
ot the second chapter, that * to the end that laws be- 


ore they are enacted may be more maturely consid- 


ered, and the inconvenience of hasty determinations 
as much as possible prevented, all bills which orig- 
inate in the assembly, shall be d before. the Gov. d 


a: 15 

erpor and Council for their revision and concurrence 
. er proposals of amendment,” e 

"Phe anthority here given to the Bosne and 
` Council, to-concar in the passing of bills, either with ` 
or without. amendments, seems necessarily to inclade 
an authority, to with-hold euch concurrence: And 
such undoubtedly would have been the construction 
given to it, by every department of the government, 
and every citizen of the State; and have prevented 
many severe, and humiliating contests between the | 
House and the Council, but for the further obscure pro- 
visions of the section referred to, to wit, 4 who (the 
Governor and Council) shall. return the same to the 
Assembly, with their proposals of amendment, if any, 
in writings and if the same are not agreed to by the 


Assembly, it shall be in the power i of the Governor 


.and Council to suspend the passing of such bills un- 
til the next session of the Legislature." D 
Hence it is, that while it is contended hy some, 
that the Governor and Council have power to refuse 
absolutely, their assent to a bill, which in their 
opinion is wrong in principle, and not susceptible 
of being improved by amendment; others. deny to 
them any authority, but to concur, or propose a- 
mendments. Under this latter construction, which 
we have been reluctantly compelled to believe a cor- 
rect one; should a bili be passed by the- House of; | 
Representatives; (uo matter under what circumstances, 
` or what state of public excitement.) which in the best 


16 . 
judgment of ‘the Gover add: ‘Council i is wrong in _ 
principle, and aught not to pass under any possible 
inodificatioii of its provisions; 5 they have uo alterna- 
tive left to them; but to lay aside the character of 
consistent Legislatots, and propose such alterations 
under the name of ameudinents, as shall be so olinoi- 
ious to the House, that it will refuse its assent thereto.. 

In which event, and in no other, the Council can 
prevent the passage, by suspending it till the next- 
session; till a new election of members shall have ʻi 
intervened. i a 

Few, if any, it is believed, will deny, that thé pow- 
ers of legislation should be exercised by two distinct 
branches ; 3 but should proof of this Position be désir- 
ed, it may be found in the circumstance of unceasing 
change, to which the laws of the State Have been 


subjected, and in the institutions of other States, "E 


which have been dictated by the greatest experience, 
and the most brilliant talents of the country: 
And although some difference of opinion has exist- 
ed among the members of the Council of Censors; ag . 
to the extent of the powers, which should be exercis- ` 
ed by the less numerous branch of the Legislature, 


as well as in relation to the provisions of some ether 


ol the amendments ; all have concurred ia this, that 


they should have an unqualified negative upon the 
ether House. Under a belief however, that any dis- 
crimination of powers between the two, would be lia- 
ble to miscoystruction, it has been determined by the 


47 
l board; that the fe Powers should be exercised. by 
eich; and: with a view to ‘that object, as well as to 
obviate the difficulties above. ‘suggested, thé first arti- 
cle of thé. araendurents has been framed, E 
Thb second; of the proposed amendments, provides 
. for die äppürfionment of Representatives, among the 
several counties, according to the. population in each, 
with some trifling exceptions; ‘and upon such a ratio, 
as will greatly diminish the present number. It fur- 
ther provides; that instead of the present Council, 
vonsisting of twelve members elected by a general 
ticket throughout the State,. it shall consist in iade 
of one member froni each county. 1 
At an early period of our history, when the pres- 
ent Constitution was formed, and when but few towns 
in the State were inhabited, the convenience of send- 
ing one member fróm each town, small as the whole 
number. then was ; undoubtedly overbalanced all of 
the then objections, to the inequality in the represent- 
ation: And induced the statesmen of that period to 
leave to their successors, the adoption of such regula- 
tions on the subject, as the future, altered condition of 
the State might suggest. .The population of the 
State, has happily progressed, till, under the provi- 
sions ‘of the Constitution, niore than two hundred and ` 
ten members have had’ a seat in ‘the Hoüse at the 
same session j—a number which is liable to be soon, 
considerably enlarged, by the organization of new 
towns. Several members have come from towns, hav- 


18 


d 


ing less than ten Freemen, dd which TM not ped ` 
. into the Treasury annually, . ode half the amounnk 
drawn from it by their members; nor will the towns, 
in the different sections. of the State, ever approximate 
in any considerable degree, towards air. equality in 
E or wealth; nature herself has forbidden it. 
Taking the Census ef 1810 for the basis as to pop- 
‘ulation, and the list ef 4818 for the amount of State 
tax at one cent on the dollar; and it is ascertained 
that in the last mentioned year, one entire county sent 
one member to the Assembly, for every forty four 
dollars paid into the treasury, and for every three 
hundred and eighty six inhabitants: While another, 
sent only one member for every two hundred and fif- 
ty-four dollars paid in, and for every nineteen hun- 
dred and thirty-seven inhabitants. And there are 
many\ instances, where comparing one town with an- 
other in the same county, the inequality is much ` 
greater. i 
With a knowledge of this inequality i in the repre- 
sentation; the loss of time to the community, and 
the inconvenience and expense attending, the transac- 
tion of business in so large an assembly; where pop- 
ular excitement, if it must unfortunately exist, will be 
felt much. m proportion. to the magnitude of the body; 
. we have been unable to resist the belief, that the pub - 
lic interest, and the future harmony of the State, 
would be greatly promoted by the change proposed : ; 
A change, which, while it will prohably reduce the 


. 49 ; 
number of representatives to about ene hundred and 
twenty ; will give to each section of fhe ee a fair 
proportion. T 

In connexion with this provision, as ET before 
been observed, i is another, authorising the freemen of 
each county, te elect one member of the Council ; se- 
curing to each ef the respective counties, an equal i in- 
fluence in that brauch of the Legislature. That this lat- 
ter provision allows of a great inequality of represen- 
tation in the Council, is readily admitted; but it dif- 
fers but little from what, i in practice and from a spirit of 
courtesy, has hitherto existed: aud is beliered to 
be far less objectionable, than that which at present 
_ exists in the other branch; accompanied, as that i is, 

with, such overwhelming numbers. 

It is apprehended, that there are few, if any, whe 
would not prefer, that the Council sheuld be elected, 
by districts, rather than by a general ticket. jS 

But, should the State be.formed into districts of e- 
qual population, many. iuconveniences would be ex- 
perienced. In some cases, two, and probably more 
. Councillors, would be citizens of the same county; 
while several others would be destitute of à member. 
A further inconvenience would be felt, from having 
counties divided, and subdivided, in the formation of 
district. Each county must be regar ded as.a kind 
of distinct community ; ; the citizens of which, have, 
to a certain extent, common interests and affections: 
and it is deemed proper, that they should be permit - 


20. 


ted to elect a Councillor ` without any interference from 
their neighbors. By this organization, the thinly 

populated counties will find an equivalent, for theiy 

loss of numbers, in the House of Representatives. 


The third of the proposed amendments, excludes 
the members of both branches of the Legislature, dur- 
ing the period for which they were elected, from be- 
ing appointed to certain civil offices within their gift, 
This provision, particularly so far as relates to Judi- 
cial Officers, is believed to be necessary, to give full 
effect to the sixth section of the second chapter of the 
.. Constiintion ; which declares, that * the Legislative, 

Executive, and Judiciary departments, shall be sepa- 

rate and distinct, so that neither exercise the powers | 
properly belonging to the other." While we have 
been unable to perceive any sound objection, which 


can be urged against this amendment; we have sap- 一 


posed, there were such obvious réasons in its favor, 
and such a manifest fitness in the principle, as io en- 
sure to it a favorable reception. . 

The citizen, who may be clothed with the. high pre- 
rogative of a Legislator, at a period when it shall 
suit his convenience to accept | the trust, most assured- 
ly will nof feel, that his rights are abridged, -because, 
while acting in that capacity, he cannot be elected a 
Judge, a Sheriff, or a Justice of the Peace. -And it 
may with confidence be askeil, Whether it is nof iu 
accordance withthe soundest maxims of republican: 
ism, tpat the Legislator should he -diyested of other 


21 


offices, and of all tempting -— for obiaining B 


them; and that the framer of the laws, should not be 
‘appointed to enforce their execufin. 

The fourth article of the amendments, vests in the 
Governor, the Executive functions of the State; ex- 
cept that he shall not sit asa Judge, to “hear aud 
determine on impeachment ; nor without the advice 
and consent of the Council, grant pardons or re- 
mit fines, “ lay embargoes, or prohibit the export- 
ation of any commodity.” And that as commander 
in chief of the forces of the State, he o ‘ shall not vom, 
mand in person, except advised thereto by the Coun. 
ake 

Such are the provisions of tie present Constitution, 
that the Governor cannot legally perform the most 
rifling officia] duties, without the concurfeüce of the 
Council s—without their concurrence, he cannot cor- - 
respond with other States; or with the officers of this; 
nor even make a communication to the Assembly. And 
itis respectfully submitted, whether e experience has not: 
abundantly shown, that the ordinary execuitve duties 
can with much more convenience, and with perfect 
safety to the. public interests, be performed by the 
Governor, and upon his own responsibility ; Par- 
. ticularly, as he js annually elected, by the very peo- 
ple, who are fo be affected by his acts, Separated 
from the Council, as is proposed by the article refer. 
red to, dnd relieved from this details of legislation ; d 
he will, during the session of the Assembly, have 


a2 

some leisure for. reflection, and m mature and “ pré- - 

pare such business, as may appear necessary to lay 

before” that body :一 to seek for, and obtain such i in- 

formation, as will enable him to secure the better ex- 
ecution, of the laws, or-to suggest. their defects. 


1 i is provided by the fifth and last article of the a- 
mendments, that ihe J udges of the Supreme Court 
‘shall be elected for the term of seven years 3 remov- 
able by impeachment, or a joint vote of both branch- 
es of the Legislature, two thirds voting in the affirm- 
ative. There are certainly few subjects, and proba- 
bly none, on Which the opinions of the citizens of the 
United States have been more divided, than the term 
of office most suitable for the Judges of the highest 
tribunals. Some contend for annual elections, and 
some for a term of years; but probably much the 
largest portion, for the term of good behaviour. All 
agree, that the organization, which shall secure the 
greatest, integrity and ability, in the discharge of offi- 
cial duties, is the best; as, while it will ensure dis- 
patch, it will promote a uniformity of décisions ; with- 
out. which, the. laws can neither be rendered certain, 
or the life, liberty, or property of the citizens, secure. 
| Tti is. -readily admitted, that much may be said in fa- 
vor of annual elections, as well as for the term of good 
behaviour; while it is believed by the Council, that ` 
many objections may be urged against both, Hence, ` 
让 is humbly conceived, that au election for a term of 
years, sufficient to enable the person be to have 


Së 
his character avn Teige welt known, v will best pe 
. mote the public welfare. 7 

- H, when that character shall have. bheonié ibo » wel 
knowit to be mistaken by the community, his publie 
Tabots shall be approved; but litfle donbt can exist 
ok u tee] éction; at the end of his ter; while; should 
, they be disapproved, his placb:can. be filled, as, it 
ought, by another; with far less inconvenience, than 
his removal procured, if elected for good behaviour. : 

It is certainly dae to fhe- citizen, who shall have 
been ‘invited from other -avocations to discharge the 
highly responsible, and. critical détios of Ge bench; 
chat while bis best efforts shall be employed in ‘the 
. sérvice of his country, -he shall be so far removed. 
from the influence of. prejudice’ or partiality, as to be 
morally secure in his place; till his fellow citizens shall 
have had an opportunity, to form a fair and “unbiased 
estimate of his quatifications. If after this, it shall be 
made his duty to retire at the end of his term, no in- 
_ justice will have been done on the one hand, or püb- 
lie injury on the other: —and no reasonable com- 
plaint will be heard. 

These consideratións, with many others, which it 
18 presumed will readily occur, have induced a be- 
lief in the Council, that a regard for the respectabili- 
ty of our institutions, and the best interests of the 
State, recommend the adoption of the article. 
The Council had felt a strong disposition, so te 
frame the amendments, that either one, the whole, or 
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any number ‘of them may be adopfed, without produé- 
ing any incongruity in the- system and it is confi- ` 
dently believed that thé.object has been fully accom- 
plished ; unless by the: adoption of: the first. article? 
aud-the rejection of the. fourth, ‘there should be. such 
aw increased mixture of legislative powers, -with:exec- 
` utive duties, as to produce an incongruity, greater in 
degrees than at present, with the sixth section of the. 
second. chapter of the Constitution. 

It is believed- however, that no objection will be 
en against the fourth article, by: thé Board which 

Without farther remarks, the Council very respecte 
fully, submit the amendments to the consideration of 
their Fellow Citizens, i in the. humble hope, that the 
present “ era of good. feeling,” will secure for. them, 
a candid, and impartial examination; d and that such a 
decision will be ultimately pronounced upon them, as 
will best promote the rte and prosperity of 
the State. 


^ RESOLVED, ) ec 
ER the: e proposed Mui aet do ihe 
— Hired to- by the Council, be igaed by 
tlie President aud Secretary, and proposed ie. the 
People, for their . considertition and adoption: And 
thatithe said anni ments, together with the sscend, 
third, seventh, eistith, ninth, tenth, eleventh, six- 
teenth anil twenty ‘fourth eections of the second chap- 
ter of the Constitution, he annexed ‘to, certified by 
tlie Secretary, und pulilished with the foregoing ad- 
dress; together with ‘the: Onlinanes for ET a éon- 
vention. f e. od 
Tre foregoing — | ie 
Vnd udi wm ee 26, 4 p. 4881. 
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“ORDINANCE. 
STATE. ‘OF VERMONT. . 


In ‘Council of Co 
~ March 24, 182. $ 


‘Tue Council of Censors, having agreed to pro- 
pose certain amendments to the Constitation of this 
Stato, and. having determined to calla Convention ` 
to censider of n ‘amendments :— Therefore, 


i 


It is ordered by the said Council, That a Con. 


vention of the people of this State, shall. meet at 


LONE ad 


day of February next, to consider the amendpents f 


i 


proposed by this Council, and to adopt the same, or ` 


such part of them, as the said Convention shall judge. 
will most: promote the good ‘government. and happi- 
ness of the people of the State, 

And for the purpose of electing delegates to attend 
the said Convention, the First Constable, or, in his 
absence, the Town Clerk, or, in the absence of both, 
one of the Selectmen "of ench town within this State, 
entitled to send a Representative to the General As- 


sembly of this State, shall, without further order, set 


up 2 notification at the usual place, or places of setting 
` np notifications for town meetings, in their respective 


towns, at least twelve days before the first Monday of 


February next, warning the Freemen of their respec- 
tive towns, to meet on said first Monday of February 
next, at one of the clock, i in the afternoon, at the usu- 
al place of holding Freemen’s meeting in their towns 
respectively, for ihe purpose of electing a Delegate 
. 1o represent such town in the said Conyention, at the 
opening of which meeting this order eal be public. 
ly read; 


* 


And the first Constable, or in his absence one ‘of | 


the Selectmen, or a Justice of the Peace of the said 
town, shall be the presiding officer nf auch meeting; j 
whose duty it shall be to call on the "Ereemén af 


` CNN ` 
auch town, from time to time for the space of two 
. hours, to give in their votes for a Delegate io repre- 
sent such tows ju said. Convention, which votes shell ` 
be given and received in the same manner, as is by 
| Jaw provided in case of the election of a Represeuts- 
Gre to the General Assembly ; and at the expiration 
of the said two hours, the votes for such Delegate 
shall be, by the presiding officer, with the assistance 
of the Town Clerk, sorted and counted; and if no 
person shall have a majority of all the votes, the said 
‘presiding officer shall declare the same, and shall call 
on the Freemen to- give in their votes as gege 
. giving a reasonable time only for receiving such votes ' 
until an election be made. < 
And after an election shall be made " ‘aforesaid, 
the presiding officer shall give to the person elected, 
a certificate of the following tenor, viz 
Ata Freemans meeting legally warned and holden 
at——in the state of Vermont, on the first Monday 
of February, A, D. 1822, A, B. waselected, by a ma- 
Jority of the Freemen present, a Delegate io represent 
said town in ihe Convention, io be holdeu at Mont, 
pelier, on the third Thursday of February instant, ` 
for the purpose of taking into consideration certain.a- 
mendments to the Constitution, proposed by ihe 


Council of Censors, in March last. ; 


nn, 


| i». Presiding Officer, l 


4 Pg * 


je 


„ Which eitüficate halbe. sufficient credential of 
sod person's election. ete ee ds 


eln Council of: Censors, ie PE D isi. 
y E: Read and adapted, x 
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NEC Lu A Gott Géi. , 
as No e ps . March 36, M. D. 1821.5 


Ait a 


c E stg: BE? that ‘the : Zentre is a true 
D eg üttieles of umitnibeedt to- the’Donstitdtion 
af thé State of Vermont, proposed by the Oesch of 
Cemsórs, sien of the Several: sevtions of: the secend , 
chapter of the Constitution tc be affected ‘thereby, t- 
gether with their Address to the people, à resolu- 
tien and an Ordinance for calling eee, a: ‘Bo 
prae ld said Council. 7 i 


NM m Ask Fosava X. Vans Secreta. 
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